THOMAS BABCOCK

Member of Team Canada – Special Olympics Figure Skating

2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games, Boise Idaho

On February 2nd, 2009, Thomas Babcock along with his Figure Skating coach, Lisa Janssen, will embark on an amazing journey!  Thomas is a member of Team Canada and will be skating at the 2009 Special Olympics World Winter Games in Boise, Idaho.  The road to Boise has been marked with many successes for Thomas.  In February 2007 he won a gold medal in Level 1 Men’s Singles Figure Skating at the Special Olympics Provincial Winter Games in Owen Sound.  This qualified Thomas for a trip to the National Winter Games held in March 2008 in Quebec City where again, he brought home a gold medal in Level 1 Men’s Singles.

Thomas has proven himself to be a talented, hard-working and enthusiastic skater, and is quick to learn new skills.  For these reasons, and his performance at the National Winter Games, he was selected to be a member of Team Canada and compete in Boise at the World Games.  Thomas will be moving up a level to compete in Level 2 Men’s Singles at the World Games and at this point in his training he has shown mastery of the new skills.  He will continue to skate to the “Slice and Dice” soundtrack from the movie “Blades of Glory” and tops off his routine with a recently acquired costume emblazoned with silver lightning bolts!  

Thomas is the first Kingston Special Olympics Figure Skater to have the opportunity to complete at the World Games.  He is one of only 15 Special Olympics Figure Skaters chosen to compete for Canada in Boise and he is also one of only two skaters chosen to go from Eastern Ontario.  Thomas is grateful for the funding assistance that the Eastern Ontario Section of Skate Canada and Special Olympics Canada have provided to help him meet his training goals as he prepares for the World Games.

To help prepare for the games Thomas has increased his number of training days to three practices each week, one of which is a team practice with the rest of the local Kingston Silver Blades Special Olympics Figure Skaters.  Thomas is also supplementing his training with an off-ice fitness program at the Holiday Inn Fitness Centre coordinated by his teacher from Kingston Collegiate Vocational Institute and monitored by his skating coach.  Thomas is in his second year of the transitional program at KCVI this year and enjoys the company of his Kingston Silver Blades team-mates at school as well as on the ice.

This is an exciting and rewarding time for Thomas, he has worked hard to earn his place on Team Canada.  At practice and at competition, he always performs to the best of his abilities and has a supportive high-five for all his team-mates and other competitors!

Coach: Lisa Janssen

Phone: 613-329-0605

Email: lisa.janssen77@gmail.com 

